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Pax XXXII. I. 
Bleſſed 1 He whoſe 1 ranſgreſſon 2s for- 


given, whoſe Sin is covered. 


His Pſalm is call'd, 4 P/alm of Ins 
ſtruction; if you. look upon it, 
you will find ſeveral things very 
| Inſtructive and Uſeful in it: By 
theStrain ofit, it ſeems to have been com- 
pos'd ſoon after David had been under 
{ome ſore Affliction thro? his Sins; this the 
zd and 4th Verſes ſhew us, Whez I kept ſi- 
lence my Bones waxed old, thro my roaring all 
the Day long. For Day and Night thy Hand 
was heavy upon me: My moiſture is turned in- 
to the drought of Summer, Whilſt under a 
ſenſe of the Guilt of Sin, and the Diſplea- 
ſure of God for it, his Spirit was not only 
reſtleſs and uneaſie, but the pain and ter- 
. ror he was under was ſo great as to affect 
and afflict his Body: After this, he ſhews 
us where he found Relief, and what Me- 
thod he us'd for the obtaining of it; and 
this was, in returning to Gob, whom he 
had offended, and in making a ſincere ac- 
knowledgment of his Offence; I acknows 
ledge (ſays he in the 5th Verſe) % Sin unto 
thee, and my Iniquity have I not hid: I ſai Al 
| B will 
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2 Ede of ſub 


will confeſs my Tranſgreſſions unto the Lord, 
and thou forgaveſt the Iniquity of my Sin, The MW 
| Words I ſhall now ſpeak to; they are an 
; open or explicit Declaration of the Happy 7? 
| Condition that Man is in whoſe Sins are 
forgiven and covered: Bleſſed is he whoſe 
Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe Sin is covered, 
In ſpeaking to which, I ſhall obſerve this 5 
plain Method. 


1. Shew what is meant by Tranſoreſſion 1 


or Sin. 1 
ö 2. What it is to have our Iniquities for- 
ö given, and covered. 9 
3. Speak of the Bleſſodneſs of this Con- 
ö 7 winon. A, * 
4. Endeavour to improve what ſhall be 
N deliver'd. | 1 
[ | I 
j 1. I would briefly ſhew what is meant 


| by Tranſereſſion, or Sin. Now by Sin we 
vl are to underſtand the breaking of Gop's 
| Law, which is either by not acting at al! 
- | when requir'd, or by doing the very con- 
| trary to that which He hath commanded. 
| The Old Teſtament expreſſes Sin to us by 
- þ three Words, all of them may be uſeful, 
| | when ſpeaking of it, you may find them 
| together in the 3 4rh of Exodus, and the ih 
8 Verſe, eee, 19-2 and Sin. The 
firſt in the Original ſignifies Perverſeneſs, 
. Crook- 


— — 


ws whoſe Sins are pardor'd. 2 


Crookedneſs *, and ſo by a common figure 


( viz, a Metaphor ) the Obliquity of our 


Actions to the ſtreight Rule of Gov's Law 


by which they are to be directed, and to 
which they ought to be conform'd. By 
the ſecond we may underſtand a Revolt 
from, or Rebellion againſt, God; ſo the 
Root of the Hebrew Word for Iniquity is 
us'd, I/a. I. 2. Hear, O Heavens, and give ear 
O Earth: I have nouriſh'd and brought up 


Children, and they have rebelled againſ> 
me *, Montanus renders it, They WYz * 
have prevaricated; but I think our 2 
Tranſlation is much betrer. The 


next Word for Sin, viz. f plain- Rn 
ly denotes our miſſing the Scope 4 
or Mark we aim at, Jadg. 20. 16. The 
Law of Gop is the Mark we are to eye, 
which when we either miſs by going be- 


yond, or by falling ſhort of it, then we ſin. 


This is the meaning of the Greek Word 
d ca flia, and according to thoſe ſeveral ex- 
preſſions whereby the Holy Ghoſt ſets 
forth the Nature, St. John rightly defines 
Sin to be the Tranſgreſſion of the Law, 
jj d pia N n 410A, | Joh. 3. 4. That is, 
Sin in its general nature is Illegality, the 
contrariety of any Act, or Habit, to the 


Commands of Gvp, Thus Saul ſpeaks of 


"BB 2 him- 


1 Vid. Ca. apud Poli Synop. Crit. 
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4 The Bleſſedneſs of ſuch 
himſelf, I have ſinned, for I have rranfareſ- 
fed the Command ment of God, 1 Sam. 15.24. 


2. What is it to have our Tranſgreſſions 
or Sins forgiven and cover'd ? To this I 
ſhall anſwer briefly, deſigning to enlarge 
moſt upon my third General. 

1. To have our Tranſgreſſions forgiven, 
this is to have that Contrariety in our 
Thoughts, Words, or Actions to the Di- 
vine Will pardon'd, and the Puniſhment 
remitted which was threatned, and be- 
came due for it, which is remov'd by Re- 
pentance and Eaith in our Lord Jeſus, the 
Blood of God, A Cs 20. 28. of Him who was 
truly G o p and Man, being our Ranſom *, 
this fully anſwering all the Demands of 
his Juſtice ſecuring the Honour of G o p, 
the Rights of his Government, and merit- 
ing thro? the greatneſs of its value, not on- 
ly Pardon, but Eternal Happineſs for us. 

2, To have our Sins cover'd, 1s to have 
them out of his ſight who is the Party of- 
tended; that 1s, entirely forgiven, ſo as 
never to be remember'd, and to be in a 
ſtate of Friendſhip with him, who thro? 
Sin was diſpleas'd, and became our Enemy. 
Theſe words, whoſe ſin is cover'd, they 
allude to ſome Expreſſions or Cuſtoms a- 

- mongſt 


* lives, 1 Tim. 2. 6. Rom. 3. 25, 26. 
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whoſe Sins are pardot'd. F 5 


: * — 


mongſt Men, and are deſign'd only to re- 
preſent to us more fully the total remiſſion 


of Sin. It is common with Men that have 


been at variance one with another, to ſay 


ſuch a Difference is forgot, is made up, or 


cover'd; by this they would many times 
be underſtood to mean, not only a bare 
Agreement, but the return of mutual 
Friendſhip; ſo likewiſe in this Expreſſion, 
whoſe Sin is cover'd, much more is to be 
underſtood than the Words literally ex- 
preſs. I now come to what I principally 


intended, that is, 


z. To ſpeak of the Bleſſedneſs of this 


ſtate, Bleſſed is he whoſe Tranſgreſſion is for- 
given, whoſe Sin is cover'd: And let it be 
obſerv'd, that I ſhall only attempt to 
prove, and not fully to deſcribe the Bleſ- 


ſedneſs here mention'd, this latter in this 
Life is impoſſible; we can ſpeak no more 
with certainty than G o p has thought fit 
to reveal of it, and this is but little, very 


little, in compariſon of what it really is: 


But that ſuch are happy, or bleſſed, whoſe 


Sins are forgiven, this may be prov'd, if 


we conſider theſe following Particulars. 


1. The preſent natural Effect or Influ- 
ence of Sin. | 
2. The future and certain Conſequence 
of it. 
3. The 


6 Ihe Bleſſ edneſs of ſuch 


* 


3. The Priviledges of a pardon'd ſtate 


here. | | 5 
4. From the Bleſſedneſs ſuch are to 


enjoy hereafter, 


7. Such are Bleſſed whoſe Tranſgreſſi- 
ons are forgiven, if we conſider the pre- 
ſent natural Effect or Influence of Sin. 
The difference in this Life between ſinful 
good Actions is certainly very great, 
i: y2ry obious; no Man, unleſs hard- 
ndda common rate, can be inſen- 
ble 01.4, Pleaſure is always the Fruit of 
Virtue, and Pain the Conſequence of Sin, 
and theſe are greater or Teſs, according to 
the Good which is done, or the Evil that 
is committed; every Sin not only leaves a 
ſpot or ſtain upon the Soul, but has a 
preſent ſting in it, a ſting which gives 
great uneaſineſs, and puts the Soul into 
an unnatural reſtleſs condition: It had 
this Effect upon our firſt Parents, when 
they had broke the Command of G o p, 
upon * Cain, after he flew his Brother; 
and much of this is ſtill felt where Con- 
ſcience is at liberty, and has room to re- 


monſtrate againſt it. Some Men may 
5 4 boaſt 


* Zorn civav Y optuar ö n Tis „ne T ſpall be 4 

Fugitive and a Vagabond in the. Earth, Gen.q.14. The 
Words may ve render'd, I ſhall be Ma mournful tremulous 
Spirit. Vexio, ſept. juxta Exempl. Vatic. | 


executing 
them: ſuch Apprehenſions as theſe are 


whoſe Sins are pardon'd. 7 


boaſt of their Wiekedneſs, and glory in 


their Shame, but this is all Appearance; 
Iz Laughter they have Sorrow, axd the End of 
their Mirth is Heavineſs. It is poſſible for 
ſuch to conceal what they feel, to put on 
the Air of Innocence, and to look calm 
and placid, but this is only for a time, and 
is often ſeen in the practice of it. The 
Conſequence of Sin is Guilt; Guilt is a 
heavy Load, it bears down the Spirits, and 
deſtroys its natural activity and firmneſs ; 
this fills the Mind with 3 With the 
Terror of a dreadful impending Judg- 
ment; every Sinner is ſelf- condemn'd, 


Conſcience does immediately accuſe, and 
ſuggeſt the Sentence of a ſuperior Judge; 


ſuch have no true Peace, they ſee a Being 


arm'd with Vengeance, a Go p ready ts 


take hold, and to vindicate his Laws, by 
Wrath upon the Breakers of 


natural and univerſal. The Heathens do 


now *, and haveacknowledg'd, that there 


is always a Dread which does accompany 
Guilt : Thus Sezeca in particular Þ ſpeak- 


ing of wicked Men, he ſays, Jantum me- 
tuunt quantum nocent, that ſuch have Fears 
proportionable to their Guilt ; Dar pænas, 


ſays 


* .d. Conferences between the Daniſh Mulionazries 


and the Malabarian Bramans, publ. A. D. 1719. 


1 Ep. 195. 
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8 The Bleſedneſs of ſuch 


ſays he in another place, quiſquis eæpectat, 
quiſquis autem meruit, expectat ; the Man, 
7. e. is really puniſh'd who lives under the 
expeQation of it; and whoever has done 
any thing to deſerve it, certainly expects 
it. To this effect you may find Cicero, 
Antoninus, Iſocrates, Epictetus, and others 
ſpeaking: Conſcience with them did as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it, either accuſe or excuſe, 
that is, approve of, or condemn their Acti- 
ons, Rom. 2. 15. The Scripture in many 


— 


places confirms us in the Belief of this, and 
that Sin hath ſuch an Effect or Influence 


as I have been ſpeaking of: * There is no 
Peace, ſaith the Lord, to the Wicked : The 
Wicked is like the troubled Sea when it cannot 
reſt, whoſe Waters caſt ap Mire and Dirt, 
+ There were they in great Fear, where no Fear 
was, || The Fear of the Wicked fhall come up- 
on him, That is a remarkable Paſſage of 
Rophar's, Job 20. 25, 26. Terrors are upon 
him, all darkneſs is hid in his ſecret places; 
4 Fire not blown ſhall conſume him. Theſe 


Scriptures, without mentioning any more, 


plainly ſhew what is the immediate Con- 
ſequence of Sin, that it robs the Soul of true 
Peace, breeds an inward Diſquiet, and rai- 
ſes that Fear, which is a preſent, and the 


beginning of a furure Torment. This 


| — 
— — «© a 4 > "ET 8 * 


* n m— 


* Iſa. 48. 22. & 57. v. 20. f Plal. 53.5. 


Prov. 10. 24. 


8 


* 


_ toboſe Sins are pardm d. 9 
then being a natural Effect of Sin, an Effect 
experienc d upon the commiſſion of ir, it 
ſhews, that the Sinner, whilſt ſuch, cannot 
be truly happy, the ſtate he is in will not 
admit of it: And therefore, as it is not fo 
where there is no allow'd Guilt, nor where 
Sin is pardon'd, what I have faid may 
thus far recommend Holineſs, and ſhew; 


were there nothing elſe, that fuch are 


bleſſed whoſe Tranſgreſſiuus are forgiven; 
2. They are ſo, if we conſider the future 


and certain Conſequence of Sin: Goo 


many times puniſhes Men for their Ini- 


gquities in this Life, they are of ſuch a na- 
ture as to beget Pain and Sickneſs; of 


this kind is Drunkenneſs, and other Acts 


of Intemperance; thefe and many other 


Sins, fach as 1 35 and Rebellion, 


Stealth and Murder, they ſhorten the 
Courfe of Life; when Men are artiv'd 
at this pitch of Wickedneſs, they often 
don't live out half their Days; ſuch Sins 
not only betray the greateſt Stupidity 
and Hardneſs of Heart, but bring to 


an untimely, infamous, miſerable End; 


ſhould we therefore go no further than 
this Life, it is a great Mercy and Happi- 
neſs to be kept from them upon the ac- 
count of that Sorrow, Pain, and Shame 


which Sinners often meet with here 5 
Bur let us carry our Eye further, and look 
Nang © © PIE .G- | 5 upon 


10 — Bleſſedneſs of ſuch 


— 


upon the Puniſhment which is appointed 
and to be inflicted for Sin in the other 
World, and we ſhall ſoon ſee more of the 
Bleſſedneſs of a Pardon; whatever is the 
Conſequence of it here, it is nothing if 
compar'd to that which the Sinner will 
find hereafter. Death, even Eternal Death, 
is the Wages of Sin; Gop has expreſly told 
us, that He will not acquit * the Guilty, 
that the Wicked are to be turned into Hell +, 


into a place where the Worm never dies, and the 


Fire is not e ; That He will appear 
7 


in flaming Fire to take Vengeance upon them, 
and that they are to be puniſh*d with Ever- 
laſting Deſtruction * Many and dreadful 
are the Deſcriptions of the future Miſery 
of Sinners, but theſe may ſuffice (if our 
Thoughts dwell upon them) to prove 


that ſuch are happy whoſe Sins are leder 


Alas, conſider with your ſelves what muſt 
it be to have wicked Spirits torturing and 
inſulting Conſcience, and Fellow-Sinners 


perpetually upbraiding; to be always 
rack'd with Envy, and with Anger, with 


Malice and Deſpair; to hate their own 
ſelves with a perfect hatred; to have a ſting 
within more ſharp and pungent than any 
outward Afflictions; to be the Objects of 
Divine Vengeance, without any Interpoſi- 

tion 


8 


15 Exod. 34.7. t Plal. 9. 17. Mark 9. 43. * 2 Theſ.1.8 
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whoſe Sins are pardon'd. 11 


tion of Mercy; to have as it were Rivers 
of Brimſtone eternally ſurrounding, and 
the Breath of an incenſed Go Þ always 
fanning the Flames ſuch are in; to be al- 

nd ying and yet never dead ; to have 
no Proſpect of an end, either of themſelves 
or of their Torments : O how doleful is all 
this! ſurely upon hearing it we mult joyn 


in pronouncing thoſe Bleſſed whoſe Sins are 
forgiven, . IN | | 


3. Such are Bleſſed if we conſider the 
ſpecial Privileges of a pardon'd ſtate here. 
I have hitherto only turn'd your Eyes 


upon the miſerable Influence and Effect 


of Sin, upon the future and certain Con- 
ſequence of it, and have from -thence 
ſhew'd,that ſuch are bleſſed whoſe Tranſereſ- 


ſions are forgiven ; but there are Privileges 


and Bleſſings peculiar to ſuch in this Lite, 
which make ſuch a ſtate very deſirable. 


Pl mention a few. 

1. Where Sin 1s pardon'd, there is Peace 
with God, Peace with Him who has the 
Rey of Life and Death, who has Power 
over Eternal Life and Eternal Death; He 
is not angry or diſpleas'd, but thoroughly 


reconcilꝰd to ſuch ; they have no reaſon ro 


fear his Power, nor any of thoſe Puniſh- 


ments which He has threaten'd, and 


will certainly inflict upon impenitent Sin- 
ners, 


C 2 2. Peace 


eee 


—— — — 


* 8 (FEES. r — * N ; 4.2 IR „ no Ton wn 


2. Peace of Conſcience is an Effect of this. 


The Mind will not reproach and accuſe 


where Sin is forgiven, Satan indeed may 
ſuggeſt Evil to us, and an Indifpofition 
of Body is many times like a Cloud, it 
intercepts, and keeps out for a time both 


Light and Comfort, but if we watch a- 


gainſt theſe, obſerve the Temper of our 
Spirits, and contract no freſh Guile, as the 
Effect of Righteouſneſs iS Quietneſs and Aſſu- 
rance, {0 like iſe will the Fruit of Sin par- 
don'd be; much, if not all of that Ruffle 
and Uneaſineſs which was in the Soul, it 
departs, and an inward Tranquility and 
Calmneſs will enſue. Serenity and Com- 
poſedneſs of Mind is the preſent Reward 
of Moral Virtue; this, I think, all Philo- 
ſophers have agreed in; whether they have 
or no, as the Goſpel has brought Life and 
Immortality to light, as the Terms of our 
Acceptance are there plainly revealed, 


and have the richeſt Promiſes annexed to 


them, a thorough ſincere Compliance with 
them may ſilence all Doubts, and it will 
be productive of inward Peace; Great 
Peace have they that love thy Law, Pſal. 
119. 165. Thoa ſhalt keep him in perfett 
Peace whoſe Mind is ſtayed on thee, Iſa. 26. 3. 
3. Not only Peace, but Joy and Comfort 
will ariſe from hence. 
ka ble 


That is a remar- 


> 1 O08 


oa Say 2 


- whoſe Sins are pardon'd. 13 


vour and Friendſhip of Gop are included 


kable Saying of one of the Ancients *, © Tt 

& js not, (ſays he, when ſpeaking of that 
which would be productive of true Joy) 
& Tt is not the Nobleneſs or Greatneſs of 
« our Original, it is not our being very 


6 rich or powerful, it is not Strength of 


« Body, the Magnificence of a Table, not 
« the neatneſs of our Apparel, nor any 
6e thing elſe of theſe Things that belong 


to Men, that is us'd to beget Joy and 


“ Gladneſs, no, but it is the ſpiritual 


c Rectitude of Action, and a Good Con- 


6 ſcience, Thus he goes on, He that 


£ has this, tho? he be cloath'd in Rags, 
« and ſtruggling with Want, yet is he 


«© je, more joyful than fuch as fare 


„ very deliciouſſy. Now what this lear- 
ned Father has affirm'd of a Good Conſci- 
ence, and of acting as we ſhou'd, it may be 


ſaid alſo of the Remiſſion of Sin. True 
Joy muſt needs flow in upon the Soul's 

eing releas'd from the Dominion and 
Puniſhment of it, and more fo, as the Fa- 


in 


* 


— 


* EuJvulay Þ xt xapgy d Ae , & npnud- 
Tov, v, & q uα,E,u s ry xt, ix ix Sus, u 
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14 The Bleſſedne ſs of ſuch 
in a Pardon. There is a Joy that is an- 
ſpeakable and full of Glory *: This holy Da- 
vid had; experienc'd, and he knew the 
value of :it,: + Thou haſt put Gladneſs in my 
Heart, more than in the time that their Corn 
and their Mine encreaſed. This was more 
to him than any thing in this Life, and 
therefore you find he prays for it, giving 
it the Preference: There be many that ſay, 
Who will ſhew us any Good? Lord, lift thou 
up the light of thy Countenance upon me, As 
if he had ſaid, I ſee many bent upon the 
« Things here, ſeeking Happineſs in 
« them, they rejoice in, and Gm wil- 
<«<ling to reſt in a temporal Good; Lord, 
let not my Portion be theirs : I cannot 
« be truly happy without thee, nothing 
&« ſhort of thy ſelf will fatisfie an immor- 
tal Soul; therefore whilſt others ſay, 
« Who will ſhew us any Good, I am deter- 
* min'd in my Choice; it is thy Favour 
„I would ſeek, 0h! hide not thy Face, lift 
&« up the light of thy Countenance upon me. 

I need not only inſtance in the P/almift, 

I may appeal to every true Penitent, whe- 
ther he has not felt, and does not expe- 
rience more true Comfort, having parted 
with Sin, than ever he had in the PR 

| 0 


„Gal. 3. 22. f Pal. 4. . 6, 7. 
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of it, or under a ſenſe of its not being for- 
4. Such will have both preſent Aſſi- 
ſtance and Protection: Aſſiſtance againſt 
Satan, this World, againſt the Fleſh, and 
whatever elſe would either prevent or 
obſtruct their future and eternal Intereſt. 
Protection in the preſent Life, ſuch are 


the Care of Angels, P/al. 91. 11. what- 


ever Troubles or Calamities they may 
meet with here, they have a Promiſe that 
all ſhall go well with them, Ram. 8. 28. 
For the further proof of this, I might 
mention many other Promiſes, and that 
very cloſe and intimate Union there 1s 
between CHRIST, who is able to aſſiſt 
and protect, and all ſuch who have their 
Sins forgiven; He returns to, and dwells 
in them, Joh. 6. 56. As to the preſent 
Life, it is ſaid, That He that awelleth in 
the Secret of the moſt High, (that is, makes 
Gop his Habitation and Refuge, as every 
true Penitent does) ſhall abide under the 
Shadow of the Almighty ; that is, ſhall cer- 


tainly be protected and preſerv'd by him: 


This is the import of the original Word 
522 us'd by the Pſalmiſt; thus it is to be 
underſtood in Gen. 19. 8. Judg. 9. 15. As 
to a future and better World, ſee the ſecu- 
rity ſuch have of that, Joh. 10. 28, 29. My 


. Father is greater than all, and no Man can 


pluck 
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two ways to us. 
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16 The Bleſſedneſs of ſuch 


pluck them out of my Father's Hand, Their 
Condition therefore, if rightly conſider'd, 
muſt needs be very deſirable, upon the 
account of that ſecurity ſuch have both 
of preſent Aſſiſtance and Protection, as 
well as of future and eternal Happineſs : 
Let what will come, if our Sins be par- 
don'd, we cannot be miſerable; if it is 


„ 


our Lot to ſuffer in this Life thro' the 


Wickedneſs of Men; if G o din this way 
ſhould try our Faith and Patience, Affli- 


Cions will certainly encreaſe our future 


Glory; Death, whether we meet it ſooner 
or later, is the Gate to Eternal Life: 
What a Priviledge then is this ! how 


| bleſſed is the Condition of ſuch ! What 
ſtate of Life is comparable to this of be- 


ing reconciled to Go p, and our having 
Him to be our Support and Protection! 
This not only begets preſent Comfort, 
Jars the Mind, but it aſſures us of a 
uture Support, andis an Antidote againſt 
all that which would diſquiet, and render 
the preſent Life uneaſie to us. 15 


4. Such are happy, if we conſider tlie 
Bleſſedneſs they are to enjoy hereafter, 
Gop has been pleas'd to repreſent this 


7 


1. By 


x 2 
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1. By a Freedom from all Evils a 

VMuiſeries. | : "In 

2. By that which is truly great and 
valuable; | | 


1. By the Abſence of all Evils and Miz 
ſeries. I ſhall but juſt mention this, 
After this manner does St. John deſcribe 
the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven, as it was res 
preſented to him in a Viſion, Rev. 21. 2; 
>, 4. And I Jolin ſaw the Holy City, New Je- 
fuſtlem, coming domn from Gop oat of Hea- 
ven, prepared as a Bride adorned for her 
Husband. And ] heard 4 Voice ont of Heasz 
wen ſaying, Behold, the Tabernacle of God i 
with Men, and He will dwell with them, and 
they ſhall be his People; and God himſelf ſhall 
be with them, and be their God, Aud God © 
ſhall wipe away all Tears from their Eyes: 
and there ſhall be nod more Death, neither 
Sorrow, nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any 
more Pain; for the former things are paſſed 
away. That is; all thofe Evils which we 
ſaw or ſuffer'd in this World will for ever 
vaniſh and diſappear; | 
2. This future Bleſſedneſs is repreſen- 
ted to us by that which is tr«ly great and 
valuable, Look bur into the Word of 
Gov; and you will find the Deſcriptions 
of it are very lofty, and import in o_ 
| 10 


18 The Bleſſedreſs of ſuch = 


the greateſt Honour and Happineſs; a 
Crown, a Kingdom, Manſions of Glory, 
and Rivers of Pleaſure, are ſaid to be 
prepar d for ſuch, the Preſence of Gov, 
a Likeneſs to Him, and Happineſs with 
Him; and this to all Eternity will be 
the Conſequence of Sin pardon'd. Let 
your Thoughts then dwell here a little, 
and conſider only what JI have mention'd. 
When you go hence, you are told by 
Him who cannot deceive, That if you 
now get your Sins pardon'd, you are to 
have 1 Crown ” a Ring dom +, nav, 4 
Crown that fadeth not away, and a Kingdom 
that hath no End; that in the Preſence of 
God there is Fulneſs of Joy, and at his right 
Hand Pleaſures for evermore ||, Will not 
your Condition then be very happy? Is 
there any need of its being repreſented 
to you by any thing more expreſſive of 
its Worth or Greatneſs? You are to be 
in his Preſence who made Heaven and 
Earth, who is ſurrounded by an innu- 
merable company of Angels, and of the 
Spirits of J:{t Men; in his Preſence who 
not only made, but preſerves them, and 
all other Beings: You are not only to 
be with Gov, but to be like unto Him, 
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and to be ſatisſſed & with his Likeneſs, What 


a Gradation of Happineſs is here! What 


more than this is there to be deſir'd? 
To be like Goo, is to reſemble him in 
the Immortality of our Natures, in all 
his communicable Perfections, to be wiſe 
and holy, to be juſt and powerful, to be 
good and faithful, To ſee Him as He 
15, this is to have that Vail which is 
now before us taken. off; to be freed 
from all Imperfection in our Concepti- 
ons of Him ; to behold Him in his Glo- 


ry, and perhaps to be perpetually en- 


creafing in thoſe bliſsful Diſcoveries which 
we may then have. To be /atified with 
his Likeneſs, this is the higheft Felicity 
ſuch a Creature is capable of; it not on- 
ly takes away every real or imaginary 
Uneaſineſs, but it is the Completion of 
all thoſe Deſires which ſuch a Being can 
be ſuppos*d to have: The Soul will then 


be in the poſſeſſion of all that is good 


and deſirable, of all that is truly great 
and honourable ; and what crowns all, 


this will be, not for a few Months or 


Years, no, but to all Eternity: And theſe 
ſhall go away (that is, the Wicked ) into 
everlaſting Miſery, but the Righteous inta 
Life Eternal, Matt. 25. 46. | 
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* Pfal. 17. 13. 
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Alas, what are the beſt Things of this 
Life? They are but of a yery ſhort 
duration; they are low and mean, if 
compar'd to what I am now ſpeakin 

of: Honour, Riches, ſenſible or intel- 
lectual Pleaſures, moſt Men are taken 
up in the purſuit of theſe; but, What 
are they to the Honour which comes 
from Go p, to the Riches of his King- 
dom, and the Felicity which Saints a- 
bove are now poſſeſsd of? Theſe here 
are liable to be loſt, and bitterneſs is 
many times intermix'd with the ſweeteſt 
of all Worldly Enjoyments ; but, Is there 
any uneaſie Fear in Heaven, any Dan- 
ger of being depriv'd of any thing we 
there poſſeſs, or of taſting any diſagree- 
able mixture in the Felicity that is there 
prepar'd ? No; there is a bleſſed So- 
ciety above, a Society pure and holy, 
mutually conſpiring to make each o- 
ther happy; a Society where no adverſe 
Power does appear ; where there is not 
any thing to mingle with, or to inter- 
rupt the Stream of that Joy which will 
for ever flow. Oh! happy, thrice happy 
is the Man whoſe Sins are . Thou 
art rich, thou art honourable; whatever 
is thy Condition here, thou haſt a Title, 
a ſure Title, to that which infinitely 
exceeds all the Kingdoms and ** 
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of this World. If the Apoſtle, when 
caught up to Heaven *, heard Things un- 
utterable; if St. Peter wiſh'd to reſide on. 
ly + where the Dawn of his Glory did 
appear, what will the full Day, the 
Riches || of it, be? Surely the Sight will 


be very tranſporting ; ſurely it will ex- 


. 


ceed all our Hopes, and fully anſwer our 


moſt enlarged Deſires. 

Think then upon a Being of Infinite 
Power, of Infinite Wiſdom, of Infinite 
Goodneſs; upon a Being in whoſe Hand 


is this World, who gave and continues 


all the moſt deſirable and delightful 
Things in it; it is to this Being that 
thou art reconcil'd; *tis He that is to 
furniſh out a Happineſs, and cannot He 


do it ? Is any thing impoſſible to Him ? 


Will any thing be wanting where there 


is a Promiſe of Felicity, and ſuch Secu- 
rity for the accompliſhment of it ? No; 


let us form the higheſt Notion of Hap- 
pineſs, let it be imag'd to us by the 
richeſt, the brighteſt, the moſt valuable 


Things here, all the preſent Repreſen- 


tations fall infinitely ſhort of it, the) 
are faint and languid, it is ſtill a Glory to 
be reveaPat, and with the Apoltle we 
| N | muſt 
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22 The Bleſſedneſs of ſuch 
muſt ſay, Eye has not ſcen, nor Ear heard, 
neither have enter'd into the Heart of Mun, 
the things which God has prepared for them 
that love him, x Cor. 2.9. | 

7 1:4]! not (as I faid before) attempt 
to Uvetiibe that which we are told is 
inconceivable to us, but if you under- 
ſtand waar Sin is, if you have any Ex- 
perience of the preſent Influence, and 
belic.. what will be the Conſequence of 
it; if you attend to, and credit the De- 
ſcriptions Go p has given of a Future 
Happineſs, and conſider how able, wil- 


** 


ling, and faithful He is, who hath pro- 


mis'd what I have mention'd ;, you muſt 
needs own with the Pſalmiſt, that ſuch 
are bleſſed whoſe Sins are forgiven : They 
are freed, as you have heard, from much 
of the preſent Evil, and from all the 
future Puniſhment of Sin: This brings 
us into a ſtare of Eafe, of Comfort, of 
Peace and Safety here, and entitles us 
to Everlaſting Unſpeakable Joy and Fe- 
licity hereatrer. 

Let us then believe, and now, in the 
Fourth place, improve what has been 
ſaid: And, | 


1, Let it teach us to hate and avoid 


every Sin: This is a Uſe which, as you 
have heard, our prefent and future In- 
| tereſt 
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tereſt ſhould move us to make. If we 


_ ought to have an Averſion to, and to 


hate any thing, ſurely it ought to be 
that which is the Cauſe of all the Trou- 
bles and Calamities of this Life, that 
which has brought in Death, and expo- 
ſes to Eternal Miſery : Can this be too 
much abhorr'd ? Can we too ſtud.oully 
avoid that which is fo fraught with pre- 
ſent, and big with future Evils? No; 


here let out your ſharpeſt Reſentments. 


Sin has ſtain'd your Natures, diſturb'd 
your Minds, driven you from Gov, and 
endangers your return to Him: All 
your Pain and Sickneſs, your Wants and 
Fears, the Scrrows of this, and the Mi- 
ſery of the next Life, they are all ow- 
ing to Sin: Whenever therefore you are 
tempted, let the fatal Effects, thoſe 
bitter Fruits and Conſequences of it, be 
remember'd, ſurely they muſt render it 
odious, and keep you too at the grea- 
teſt diſtance from it, Will a Man take 
a Viper into his Boſom? Will he lye 
down with the Flames about him ? 


More dangerous is Sin, and more care- 


fully ought it to be avoided rhan the 


moſt venomous deſtructive thing in Na- 


ture. 


2aly, 
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240, Let what 1 have faid perſwade 


ou that are Impenitent, to Repent of 
all your paſt Sins: Where there is no 
Repentance, there is no Remiſſion; Sor- 
row for Sin, a Hatred of it, and a Se- 


paration from it, all theſe are included 


in it, and they are all neceſſary in order 
to Forgiveneſs: Let Sin then become a 
Burthen, let it grieve you and me more 
than any thing ; a Spirit broken for it, 
and from it, will certainly be pitied, 
and find Mercy; This is a Frame to 
which Forgiveneſs and Happineſs are 
ofter*'d, * Come unto me (ſays our Savi- 
our) all ye that are weary, and heavy la- 
den, & c. He that + confeſſeth and forſaketh 
his Sins, ſhall have Mercy, Let Sin then 
fill you with an holy Shame, with the 
deepeſt Contrition : Let the Authority 
of GO b, the Purity and Reaſonableneſs 
of his Laws, together with the Con- 
tempt you have thrown upon his Go- 
vernment, let theſe Conſiderations move 
and melt your Hearts: An ingenuous 


Spirit will bluſh and tremble, ſigh and 


mourn at the 'Thoughts of ſuch Treat- 
ment, and have you no inward Remorſe, 
no 
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c 
no pious Relentings? Are you ſtill im- 
penetrable and inflexible? Oh! conſi- 
der, Gop has been diſhonour'd, His 
Laws .have been broken, Sin has de: 
priv'd you of the Rectitude of your 
N atures, of the P eace of G OD, which 
paſſes all Underſtanding, you are dris 
ven from His Preſence, are at Enmi- 
ty with Him, and in danger of Ever- 
laſting : Miſery ; and, Is all this no- 
thing ? Awake then, be open to Con- 
viction; let Sin cut you to the Heart; 
Tepent without delay, and in the moſt 
ſerious and importunate manner fſeclk 
unto Gov. for the Forgiveneſs of your 
Sins. I now only preſs you, as you 
have heard, to mind your. preſent and 


— 
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= 
of 


Future Happineſs: Heaven is yours, all 


the Felicity I have been ſpeaking of, 
and infinitely more, will be your Por- 
tion, if you are truly ſorrowful for, 
and forſake your Sins. Conſider there- 


fore, that you are now calPd upon; 


7 Cnzis 7. 


We beſeech and entreat you, in CHRIS T's 
ſtead, that jou would be reconciled unto 
.GoDp, declaring, That both Mercy and 
-Happineſs are to be had, if you will 
but repent, and accept of them througly 


B. 34 
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ee 


eee obtain this Remiſſion. For- 
-ivenels and Happineſs, preſent Peace 
aud future Joy, all theſe are the Pur- 
chaſe and Fruits of CHRIS T's Suffe- 
rings, his bloody Sweat and bitter Ago- 
ny: The Sorrows of his Life, the Pain 
and Ignominy of his Death, and that 
doleful Cry, 4y God ! my God mhy haſt 


thou forſalem me? all theſe were the Con- 


ſequences of our Sins; He was 4 Man 0 
Sorrows, and acquainted with. Grief ; the 
Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon him, 
and he cheerfully ſuffer'd whatever Gop 
was pleas'd to inflict; Lo, I come to do 
thy Will, I delight to do thy Will, Pfal. 40. 
7, 8. Can we then be too thankful, or 
value too much, One who has ſo loved 
us, lov'd us even unto Death? One 
who ſo freely ſtept in betwixt Us and 
Miſery, and has not only reſcu'd us 
from ir, but has merited, and is willing 


et us value that Blood thro? 


#x | 


to beſtow upon us, Everlaſting Life? I f : 
beſeech you, let the Dignity of his Per- 


ſon, his Sufferings, his Promiſes,” the 


Perfection of his Word, and the Felici- _ | 
ty you expect from him; let theſe Con- 


ſiderations 


14 74 


8 


8 dear him, and fill your 
Hearts with an ardent ſuperlative Love 
to him: None ever did, none ever can 
do, what He has done ; neither is there 


any able to give what He offers, and is 


ready to make yours. 


ls Are ſuch bleſſed whoſe Sins are 
forgiven ? 


Let this then guide and direct us in 
all our future Purſuits of True Happi- 
neſs: Let us not look for, or expect it, 
where it really is not: Let no outward 
Appearances deceive us: Let us not 
confide in any thing ſhort of the Pardon 
of Sin, the Favour of Gov, and the 
Felicity He offers, and has promis'd : 
All other Things will moſt certainly 
fail, and be unſatisfying; they have dif- 
appointed others, and will miſerably de- 
ceive us: But if Gow is become our 
GO p, and we are upon good Terms 
with Him ; if He ſpeaks Peace, and 
gives Aſſurances of his Favour, our De- 
res and Expectations they can never 
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58 The Bieſetneſe fd 
then be fruſtrated, upon G © b we may 
depend, He will be the Strength of out 
Hearts, and our Portion for ever, © 


Pa 


gthly, Will | ſa- great + Heppineſs enſue 
ppon the Pardon of Sin? 
Let us then long, ahd labour earneſt- 


ly, to be there, where there will be an 
entire freedom from it. 


Oh! happy they who are in ſuch 


fate! how unwilling methinks woul 


they be to return to us! How empty 
and comparatively inſignificant would 
every thing here appear to them! 
Let us then both wiſh and ſtrive to 
be where they are: Let the Great 
Felicity, which is yet offer'd, ſtill ani- 
mate and encourage Vs nom, as it did 
them: Let us have the ſame Faith, 
the ſame Patience, as they had, and 
be in the Conſtant Exerciſe of all 
Chriſtian Graces as are here requir'd 


of us: Let our Thoughts dwell more 
Above, more upon a better World: 


Let us repent of all our paſt Sins, 
earneſtly ſeek unto Gop for the Re- 
"EE ine th 3 | miſſion 
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miſfion of them: Let us be chankful 


to CHRIST for what He has pur- 
chasd, and patiently wait for the Fe- 
licity He has fo graciouſly promis'd : 
Then ſhall we know how Unſpeaka- 
bly Bleſſed they are whoſe Sins are e 
given. Amen. 
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